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ILAC Meetings
The first ILAC Executive meeting for 2012 was held in Frankfurt, Germany on 4 & 5 May 2012, in conjunction with a number of other ILAC, IAF and Joint meetings. These included the ILAC Arrangement Management Committee (AMC), the ILAC Arrangement Committee (ARC), the Inspection Committee, the joint session of the ILAC and IAF Executives (JEC), joint session of the ILAC AMC and IAF MLA MC (JMC), JWG A Series and a meeting of the ILAC-IAF-IEC Steering Committee and associated Task Force.
The ILAC Accreditation Issues Committee (AIC), Proficiency Testing Consultative Committee (PTCG) and Laboratory Committee (LC) also met in Prague from 16 – 20 April.
The annual meetings for 2012 are being hosted by our colleagues from CGCRE in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil between 17 and 26 October 2012.
The ILAC and IAF Executive Committees agreed on the dates for the 2013 mid year meetings during their meeting in Frankfurt. After some deliberation these were confirmed as 27 April to 3 May 2013 with Frankfurt as the preferred location. The schedule for these meetings should be finalised during the Rio meetings in October.

The annual meetings for 2013 are being hosted by KAS and KOLAS and the dates have been confirmed as 16 – 25 October 2013. The location will be Incheon, Songdo City, Republic of Korea.

The ILAC Arrangement
As at 11 July 2012, there were 77 Signatories (Full Members) to the ILAC Arrangement, representing 65 economies.

Progress is continuing towards establishing an international Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) for Inspection with the witnessing of regional inspection evaluations being completed in 2011 and the reporting activities in the process of being completed.  
ILAC Membership

ILAC membership as at 11 July 2012 is as follows:
· 77 Full Members (Signatories to the ILAC Arrangement) representing 65 economies;

· 17 Associates representing 29 economies;

· 20 Affiliates representing 23 economies;

· 5 Regional Cooperation Bodies

· 25 Stakeholders

The ILAC membership (total 144 bodies) now covers a total of 109 different economies worldwide and approximately 43,000 laboratories and over 6,600 inspection bodies are accredited by the 77 ILAC Full Members (signatories to the ILAC Arrangement).
ILAC is in the process of finalising the inclusion of Inspection in the ILAC Arrangement.

ILAC Executive 
The ILAC Executive Committee is progressing with the review of the ILAC Articles and Bylaws. The 60 day comment period with the ILAC members regarding the proposal for amending the ILAC voting rules has recently closed. The comments received have been considered by the Task force and an updated proposal is currently being prepared.  
The Deed of Agreement between ILAC and NATA for the provision of the ILAC Secretariat Services was signed by the Chair, Peter Unger, and the NATA CEO, Jennifer Evans following the passing of the related GA resolution in December 2011.
The ILAC Inspection Committee has now been formally established and held its first meeting on Thursday 3 May in Frankfurt.  Lal Ilan was also confirmed as the Chair of the ILAC Inspection Committee with the passing of the associated resolution in December 2011. 
The Executive Task Force conducting the review of the ILAC Strategic Plan met in Frankfurt and the outcome of their work was considered by the full ILAC Executive Committee during the second day of the ILAC Executive meetings in Frankfurt.  A draft revision is currently being prepared to send out to members for comment over the coming months. 

The ILAC JDSC Policy on Support for Members from Developing Economies was approved during the May Executive meeting and has been distributed to all ILAC members in the near future.  This policy will also be available to download from the JDSC committee page in the members area of the ILAC website. 

Meetings of the IEC-ILAC-IAF Steering Committee and the associated TF 1 were held in Frankfurt. Significant progress was made on the drafting of a guidance document for conducting unified assessments and it was agreed that the next Steering Committee meeting will be held in Rio on 20 October 2012. 
ILAC members have received a call for nominations to be submitted for the elected positions on the ILAC Executive Committee during June, as the two year term for elected members of the Executive concludes at the end of this year. The Executive Committee, for the period 2013 – 2014, will be approved by the General Assembly during the annual meetings in October.
ILAC Liaisons
ILAC was again represented at a number of important meetings during 2011 and the first half of 2012. Some examples include the following ISO meetings - CASCO Chairman’s Policy Committee (CPC), IAF/ILAC/ISO Joint Working Group, CASCO Plenary, WG 29, WG 31, TC 69 and, ISO/REMCO.  ILAC will have a presence at the next ISO TC212 Plenary which takes place in Berlin from 22-24 August 2012.  ILAC representatives also participated in meetings of CCQM and the Joint Committees on Guides in Metrology (JCGM), and Traceability in Laboratory Medicine (JCTLM).  Three meetings of the WADA Laboratory Committee were also held together with the regular March round of meetings with OIML and BIPM.  ILAC was also represented at the 46th meeting of the International Committee of Legal Metrology in Prague in October 2011 and will be represented at the next meeting in October 2012 in Bucharest.
The ILAC Chair and ILAC Co-chair of the Joint ILAC/IAF Joint Development Support Committee (JDSC) represented ILAC at the DCMAS Network Webinar held on 18 January. The ILAC Co-chair of the JDSC also attended the meeting of the DCMAS Network held on 17 April 2012. 

The Chairs of ILAC and IAF gave a joint presentation at a meeting of the WTO TBT Committee in Geneva, in June 2011. ILAC and IAF have subsequently submitted a joint application to participate in meetings of the TBT as observers. We are awaiting the outcome of this process.
ILAC also attempts to have a representative at the General Assemblies of the Regional Cooperations.

The Liaison Database, located in the members area of the ILAC website, continues to serve as the main repository for the reports and documents produced as part of ILAC’s liaison activity.  It can be accessed via the members area of the ILAC website. (ILAC members who have not as yet sought access to the Members Area of the website can do so on-line, via the ‘Home’ page of the website).

ILAC thanks all of the ILAC liaison officers, and their organisations, who volunteer their time to assist ILAC in carrying out these activities for the benefit of all ILAC members.
 
ILAC Secretariat  
ILAC publications can be downloaded from the ILAC Website by clicking on the Publications and Resources button on the left hand side of the home page. Documents published in 2011 and 2012 are as follows:

ILAC P4:03/2012 ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement (Arrangement): Policy Statement
ILAC-P5:11/2011 ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement (Arrangement)

IAF/ILAC A3:07/2011 IAF/ILAC Multi-Lateral Mutual Recognition Arrangements (Arrangements): Narrative Framework for Reporting on the Performance of an Accreditation Body - A Tool for the Evaluation Process
IAF/ILAC A5:07/2012 IAF/ILAC Multi-Lateral Mutual Recognition Arrangement (Arrangements): Application of ISO/IEC 17011:2004 
ILAC G3:08/2012 Guidelines for Training Coursed for Assessors Used by Accreditation Bodies

ILAC G21:09/2012 Cross Frontier Accreditation - Principles for Cooperation
ILAC-G25:01/2012 Accreditation of Proficiency Testing Providers to ISO/IEC 17043:2010 - A Crosswalk to ILAC G13:2007

ILAC G26:07/2012 Guidance for the Implementation of a Medical Laboratory Accreditation System
ILAC R6:07/2012 Structure of the ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement and Procedure for Expansion of the Scope of the ILAC Arrangement

Two new brochures have been published (see below) and all the current ILAC Brochures have been re-published in the new corporate style. Three brochures on inspection are ready to be published as soon as the ILAC MRA for inspection is signed. It should also be noted that many of these brochures have been translated into a range of languages.  

ILAC B9:11/2011 ISO 15189 Medical Laboratory Accreditation 
IAF/ILAC B1:1/2012 The route to signing the IAF/ILAC Arrangement


A complete list of all documents, that have been (or are being) circulated to members for either comments or voting, can be obtained from the ILAC website in the Members Section under Ballots. 

The ILAC-MRA Mark registration process continues and 51 ILAC Full Members have signed Licensing Agreements with ILAC, for the use of the Combined MRA Mark (the Combined MRA Mark is the ILAC-MRA Mark used in combination with the accreditation body’s own mark). 
Two editions of ILAC News have now been published as on-line newsletters and the lessons learned during this first year of on-line production were reviewed at the February 2012 ILAC MCC meeting. The next edition of ILAC News will be published in October 2012. Past editions of ILAC News are available to download from the ILAC website. 
World Accreditation Day was celebrated on 9 June 2012 with the theme “Accreditation – Supporting Safe Food and Clean Drinking Water”.
Further information on ILAC can be obtained from the ILAC website at www.ilac.org, or by emailing the Secretariat on ilac@nata.com.au.
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